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 Directs and holds attention Directs and holds attention

 Conveys only one idea

 Pleases the eye aesthetically

 Leads viewer to:

 Main idea

 Mood or feeling

 Photographer’s viewpoint
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ONE MAIN SUBJECT

Can be complemented p
with secondary, less 
important subjects 
that clarify the 
picture
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AVOID BULLS EYEAVOID BULLS-EYE
SYNDROME

Can center if:
• Single person in 
front of plain 
b k dbackground

• Single building

• Piece of art
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TIC-TAC-TOE 
RULE OF THIRDS

Focal point 
should not be in 
center “third” 
of grid
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HORIZON ISHORIZON IS 
NOT IN THE 
MIDDLE

J Krueger                    June 2006



SUBJECTSUBJECT 
SHOULD 

STAND OUTSTAND OUT
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INCLUDE A 
FRAME
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